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 Ground Disturbance 201 (BC) 

Overview of Standard  

INTRODUCTION 

 
This overview of the Ground Disturbance 201 Standard (British Columbia) identifies the subject matter required in 
classroom and online ground disturbance training programs.  Sufficient detail is provided to allow a training 
provider to make an informed decision about developing a program and submitting it for endorsement.  It also 
provides employers and prospective students the information necessary to appreciate the benefits of a ground 
disturbance training program that has gone through the endorsement process. 
 

GROUND DISTURBANCE 201 STANDARD (BRITISH COLUMBIA) 

 
The Ground Disturbance 201 Standard (British Columbia) has been developed with extensive input from the 
stakeholders in the ground disturbance and buried facility damage prevention in British Columbia. It defines the 
minimum content and student evaluation requirements for classroom and online training programs suitable for 
those that wish to ultimately become ground disturbance supervisors. 
 
The Standard includes regulatory requirements, ground disturbance/buried facility damage prevention best 
practices and industry guidelines to provide students with the best information currently available.  The Standard 
does not address the geotechnical aspects of safe excavation and trenching.  The Standard is British Columbia 
specific.   All BC applications, review and endorsement shall be facilitated in accordance with the GD 201 
Standard (British Columbia).   
 
 

APPLICATION TO ACCESS THE STANDARD 

 
Access to the Ground Disturbance 201 Standard (British Columbia) will be granted to bona fide training 
organizations on submission of the application form and approval by the ABCGA.  Approval of the Application to 
Access the Ground Disturbance 201 Standard will include an invoice for the Standard access fee in the amount 
set out in the current Schedule of Fees.  On payment of the Standard access fee, the Applicant will receive a 
downloadable copy of the Standard.  
 

PROGRAM ENDORSEMENT PROCESS 

 
Developers of both classroom and online ground disturbance training programs are eligible and encouraged to 
apply for endorsement. 

There are three stages to the program assessment process: 

Stage I  An evaluation of the content of the Applicant’s program against the minimum content specified in 
the Ground Disturbance 201 Standard (British Columbia).  The Applicant’s program must meet 
the requirements of the Stage I Application Form before progressing to Stage II.  

Stage II A check of the Applicant’s internal systems and processes that support the program, ensure the 

protection of student information collected and ensure the integrity of examinations and 
certificates.  The Applicant’s internal systems and processes must meet the requirements of the 
Stage II Application Form before progressing to Stage III.  

Stage III An audit of the Applicant’s presentation of the program to ensure the minimum content is 

presented accurately and in accordance with the Applicant’s internal systems and processes. 

 

SCHEDULE OF FEES 

 
Each Stage has associated fees set out in the current Schedule of Fees.   
 

  



  
 

GD 201 Std (BC) Overview 

Issue 1.1, 2018-03-22 Page 3 of 7 

 

 Ground Disturbance 201 (BC) 

Overview of Standard  

SERVICE STANDARD 

 
The timelines associated with the stages of the endorsement process are set out in the Service Standard.   
 

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

 
On successful completion of a training program endorsed as meeting the requirements of the Ground Disturbance 
201 Standard (British Columbia), the student will: 

 Understand competency, its components and why training is necessary 

 Understand the buried facility damage prevention process and the potential consequences of damaging 
buried facilities 

 Understand that damage prevention is a responsibility shared among the ground disturbance/damage 
prevention stakeholders 

 Know who those stakeholders are and their roles and responsibilities with respect to ground 
disturbance/damage prevention  

 Understand how a ground disturbance ought to be managed from regulatory, industry best practices and 
industry guidelines perspectives 

 Understand the need to conduct a search for existing buried facilities and appreciate the main sources of 
information 

 Understand the need to notify buried facility operators in advance of undertaking a ground disturbance 
from regulatory and industry perspectives 

 Understand the purpose of locates, what the marks mean, locate documentation and management of 
locates from regulatory, industry and corporate perspectives 

 Understand the need for continuous communication among all parties on a ground disturbance site and 
the purpose and benefits of pre-job and tailgate meetings 

 Understand the need to have and the benefits of having particular documentation on a ground 
disturbance site  

 Understand that regulatory requirements are minimums and that a successful ground disturbance will 
rely on a combination of regulatory, industry best practices, industry guidelines and corporate codes of 
practice considerations   
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GROUND DISTURBANCE 201 STANDARD 

(BRITISH COLUMBIA) 

 

 TABLE OF CONTENTS 

The following Table of Contents has been taken directly from the Standard 

 
1.0 General  

1.1 The Training Part of Competency  
1.1.1 Employer’s Responsibilities  
1.1.2 Worker v. Supervisor  
1.1.3 Training Caveats  

1.2 Damage Prevention v. Ground Disturbance v. Excavation  
1.3 Ground Disturbance Training  

1.3.1 Program Limitations  
1.4 Ground Disturbance Supervision  

1.4.1 Ground Disturbance Supervisor’s Responsibilities  
1.5 Dig Safely  

2.0 Damage Prevention  
2.1 Damage Prevention Overview  
2.2 Damage Prevention Organizations  

2.2.1 Identify Four Damage Prevention Organizations  
2.3 Damage Prevention Publications  
2.4 Ground Disturbance/Damage Prevention Training  

2.4.1 Regulatory Requirements for Training  
2.4.2 Industry Requirements for Training  

2.5 Buried Facility Damages  
2.5.1 Potential Consequences of Damaging a Buried Facility  
2.5.2 Causes of Damages  
2.5.3 Potential Consequences of Regulatory Non-Compliance  

2.5.3.1 Examples  
2.5.4 Potential Non-Regulatory Consequences of Damaging a Buried Facility  

2.5.4.1 Buried Facility Operators’ Recourses  
2.5.4.2 Ground Disturbers’ Recourses  
2.5.4.3 Public’s Recourses  

3.0 Ground Disturbance/Damage Prevention Stakeholders  

3.1 Overview  
3.2 Digging Community  

3.2.1 Digging Community Responsibilities  
3.2.2 Members of the Digging Community  
3.2.3 Equipment Operators  

3.3 Buried Facility Operators  
3.3.1 Buried Facility Operators’ Responsibilities  
3.3.2 Privately Owned Buried Facilities  

3.3.2.1 Types of Owners of Privately Owned Buried Facilities  
3.3.2.2 Types of Privately Owned Buried Facilities  
3.3.2.3 Buried Facility Challenges  

3.4 Buried Facility Locators  
3.4.1 Buried Facility Locators’ Responsibilities  

3.5 Regulatory Agencies  
3.5.1 Regulatory Agencies’ Responsibilities  
3.5.2 Municipalities  

3.6 One-Call Centre  
3.6.1 One-Call Centre Responsibilities  

3.7 Training Providers  
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3.7.1 Regional Common Ground Alliance Partners Statement  
3.8 Stakeholder Interrelationships  

4.0 Definitions  
4.1 Common Terms Used in Ground Disturbance/Damage Prevention  
4.2 Acronyms Used in Ground Disturbance/Damage Prevention  

5.0 Ground Disturbance Management  

5.1 Codes of Practice  
5.1.1 Governing Code of Practice  
5.1.2 Code of Practice Companion Documents 
5.1.3 Regulatory Requirement for Occupational Health and Safety Program  

5.2 Hazard Assessments  
5.2.1 Potential Hazards  

5.3 Emergency Response Plans  
5.3.1 Emergency Response Plan Content  
5.3.2 Other Emergency Response Plan Requirements  
5.3.3 Additional Emergency Response Plan Regulatory Requirements of Employer  
5.3.4 Emergency Response Plan Example  

5.4 Approvals  
5.4.1 National Energy Board Caveat  
5.4.2 National Energy Board Specifics 

5.4.2.1   National Energy Board Measures   
5.4.3 Response Times to Requests for Approvals  
5.4.4 Other Types of Approvals  
5.4.5 Information on Approvals  
5.4.6 Examples  

5.5 Damage Incident Management  
5.5.1 DIRT Incident Report  
5.5.2 Damage Incident Investigation  

5.5.2.1 Regulatory Requirement to Investigate  
5.6 Documentation on Site  

6.0 Search  
6.1 General Requirements to Conduct a Search  
6.2 Regulatory Requirement to Search  
6.3 One-Call Centre  
6.4 Buried Facility Operator Records  
6.5 Land Titles Information  

6.5.1 Example  
6.6 Regulatory Agencies  
6.7 Visual Indicators  
6.8 Proprietary Data Providers  
6.9 Individuals  

7.0 Notification  

7.1 Overview  
7.2 Regulatory Requirements to Notify 

7.2.1 Caveat   
7.3 Information to be Provided  
7.4 Advance Notice Requirements  

7.4.1 Industry Advance Notice Practice  
7.4.2 Advance Notice Caveat  

7.5 One-Call Centre  
7.5.1 Submitting a Locate Request to the One-Call Centre  
7.5.2 Submitting a Locate Request to Non-Members of the One-Call Centre  

7.6 Response to Notification  
7.6.1 Regulatory Requirement to Respond to Notification  
7.6.2 Industry Practice and Expectations  
7.6.3 No Response  
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7.7 Notification Management  

8.0 Physical Locates  

8.1 Overview 
8.1.1 Caveat  

8.2 Regulatory Requirement for Locates  
8.3 Electromagnetic Locating  
8.4 Locating Accuracy – Electromagnetic Distortion  

8.4.1 Locating Accuracy – Other Factors  
8.5 Lifespan of Locates  
8.6 Marking Materials  

8.6.1 Marking Challenges  
8.7 Marking Colour Code  

8.7.1 Regulatory Requirement for Use of AWA Color Code  
8.7.2 Industry Practice  
8.7.3 Deviations from the APWA Uniform Color Code  

8.8 Locate Documentation  
8.8.1 Significance of Locate Documentation  
8.8.2 Example  

8.9 Locators Hired by the Ground Disturber  
8.9.1 Ground Disturber’s Diligence  

8.10 Management of Locates  
8.10.1 Ground Disturber’s Responsibility to Provide More Permanent Marks  

9.0 Execution  
9.1 Overview  
9.2 Pre-Job Meeting  

9.2.1 Example  
9.2.2 Duty to Inform  

9.3 Tailgate Meetings  
9.4 Ground Disturbance Permit/Checklist  

9.4.1 Content  
9.4.2 Example  

9.5 Site Restrictions  
9.5.1 Vehicular and Mobile Equipment Crossings  

9.6 Hand Expose Zones  
9.6.1 Non-Standard Hand Expose Zones  

9.6.1.1 Example  
9.6.2 Relaxation of Regulatory Hand Expose Zones  

9.7 Restrictions on the Use of Mechanical Excavation Equipment Near Buried Facilities  
9.7.1 Restrictions on Use of Mechanical Excavation Equipment Caveat  

9.8 Duty to Follow Buried Facility Operator Requirements  
10.0 Close Out  

10.1 Backfill Inspections  
10.1.1 Regulatory Requirement to Notify Prior to Backfilling   
10.1.2 Non-Regulatory Requirement to Notify Prior to Backfilling  
10.1.3 Failure to Respond to Notice of Intent to Backfill  

10.2 Example  
10.3 Documentation Retention  

11.0 Evaluation  

11.1 Overview  
11.2 Practical Exercise  

11.2.1 Practical Exercise Requirements  
11.2.2 Information to be Provided  
11.2.3 Practical Exercise Evaluation  

11.2.3.1a Classroom Example  
11.2.3.1b Online Example  

11.2.4 Practical Exam Results  
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11.3 Final Exam  
11.3.1 Evaluation Tool Content  
11.3.2 Final Exam Requirements  

11.4 Passing Grade  

12.0 Hand Outs / Resources  
12.1 Classroom Programs  

12.1.1 Student’s Documents  
12.2 Online Programs 
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